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Creating dream
home theaters
can cost big bucks,
experts say
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The "“Star Wars"-themed home theater in the basement of Ryan DeMarco's thhmmsealsﬂghlhplﬁhahrduhihatmmm

BIG SCREEN, REEL MONEY

Installing home theaters can run six figures

BY RACHEL WEISS
rachelwelsi@newsday.oom

ight now, it's a deep,

muddy hole alongside

Ralph and Debra Pollio's

home in Dix Hills

Debra walked around
the perimeter of the hole, showv-
els lying inwail against a
wooden framework below, Here
isthe vision, as seen L her
lens: asecret doorway, built inte
the cabinetryof their mud oo,
It leads into a room filled witha
dozen places to sil — bar stools
against raised counters and
comfortable, sectional couches.
A stocked concession stand,
brilliant surround sound speak-
ers and a 150-inch screen on the
back wall
With a set of blueprints and

a big team working behind the

soenes, soon it will be show-
time in their own personal
mowvie theater.

“We're of relivement age,”
Debra said. “And this iz our (inal
house, and so we're fnally doing
the dream howse.”

The couple bought their
home five years ago, right
before COVID hit. Afler the
sales of their previous homes,
they started “pooling every-
thing together™ to make this
place into an entertainment
casis, Debra said.

The Pollios’ theater will be 16
by 21 feet with D-fbot ceilings,
built as an extension of their
home, During the pandemic,
there was an increased desire

for home theaters, according to
local professionals who design
and install them,

“The trend has always been
around” said Scolt Boxenhorn,
president and co-owner of IDS
Audio Video & Technologies in
Plainview. “Now, as eleclronic
costs have come down and the
quality of what we can provide
has gone up, i's more inde-
mand than ever”

The price canvary widely,
depending on your big Holly-
wood dreams. And there is
plenty of planning needed to
bring the project o life. The
help of experts — including
architects, designers, conlracs
tors, audiovisual pros, HVAC

technicians and sometimes
even plumbers — is required
when dedicating a room to a
home theater.

But for movie buils, having an
authentic moviegoingexperi-
ence embedded into the comiort
ofa home isworth the time and
irmaslmenl — especially when

aring itwith loved ones.

ere Lrying Lo make thisa
beautiful house Lo welcome back
our family and friends, Lo live oul
the rest of our years, and havean
enjoyable life" Debra said,

EMJOYING MOVIE MAGIC

The Pollios love going Lo Lhe
movies, most recently laking in
the high-tech thriller “Compan-

ion" and the suspenseful
Steven Soderbergh-directed
“Black Bag" When they were
seltling into their new home in
2020, they started to stream
more films than ever.

“As soon as the theaters
were back open, we rushed
back," said Debra, who has
retired from a 35-year Leaching
career “Bul most of the people
we know don't do that.”

For a while, they had some
high-end speakers in their
living room. But in their opens
concept home, the sound
bounces around, echoing, and
“the whole house shakes when
yvou blast movies," Debra said

To quote “Jaws,” one of the
films they're most exciled Lo
walch on their new big screen,
the couple decided they were
“gonna need a bigger boal.”
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Ryan DeMarco's setup also has a "Star Wars"themed candy station.

They wanted to consiruct a
room meant for watching loud
movies and big games, along
withlistening to the music,
Among their team to make it all
happenis Michael Piltoni, chief
operaling oficer of Audio Break-
throughs in Manhasset.

Well take aspace and either
build it from scratch, or retrofil
anexisting space into a dedi-
cated home theater,” said Pitloni.

When homeowners choose
an existing room o install a
home theater, “85% of the time,
it's the basement,” he said

Anunfinished basement is a
greal carvas when building oul a
dedicated home theater room,
oreven a garage, Bul there are
oplions for homeowners who
don't have those spaces, said
Thomas Masirianni, president
and designer al Extreme AVS
Inc. in Smithtown

“We can turn a family room
into a theater, because il you
don't have a basement ora
dedicated room, everyone has
a room that they have a TV in"
Mastrianni said.

Planning out the designofa
home L?ﬂgler with the E?me
owneris the most important

part of the process, Boxenhorn
said There are key elements (o
consider, he said: Forexample,
the size of the space, to accom-
modate the mumber of people
the client would like to fit inside,
and the height of the ceilings, Lo
account for levels of seating
withoul possible obstruction
from someone sitling in front of
youL Alr condilioning is a must,
as the projector whirring will
heat the room.

Then there's the acoustic
element — figuringout the
sound quality of the room,
soundproofing it with insulation
and add ing acoustic paneling Lo
the walls and ceilings is essential
Lo ensuring films can really
shine, before adding sealing or
equipment 1o the space,

“There'sa lol that goes into
the building of a theater)" Boxen-
horn said. “Tt's sort of like a mini
house: It needs electrical, insula-
Lioey, ifthere's a sink, it needs
plumbing. S0 there's guite a bit
of design work that's required.”

SHOW ME THE MONEY

The Mo, | question from
clients, Boxenhorn said, is “how
much is this all going 1o cost?"

Debra and Ralph Pollio are having a 16-by-21-foot home theater added on to their Dix Hills home.

The answer: Il depends on
what exactly you want. That's
why Boxenhorn's company
offers ahome theater cost esti-
mate caleulator on their website
asa starting pointk “Giving the
client an idea inadvance sets the
stage forexpectations,” he said.

“The least expensive home
theater I can do, because I've
tried, was somewhere around
S15000." said Masirianni. That
project included a surround
sound system, a 20-inch
screen and a 4K projector, but
o seating,

Onthe higherend, Mastrianni
recently completed a project
with a 200-inch screen, three
levels of seating to fiL 18 people, a
high-end projector, a I5-speaker
surround sound system and an
“acoustically transparent
screen,” which involves tucking
speakers oul of sight behind the
screen. That home theater o-
taled about $350,000, he said.

Pittoni said that 515000 may
be the least a homeowner can
spend on a home theater be-
fore seeing “a significant drop
in pedormance” But re-creal-
ing the experience on a budget
is possible, he added.

“If someone comes inand
they just need a pair of speak-
ers, we'll help them, even il
their budget is $300," he said.
“On the [lip side, we will do
massive, sprawling six-figure
projects thal include lighting,
shades and automations.”

For the Pollios, the cost of the
home thealer equipment is
coupled with the construction of
their home extension The shell
ofthe space alone is S100,000,
Ralph said, and because they're
starting from scratch, they're
expecting o spend $15000 0n
the HVAC systen.

Equipment costs include
£30,000 for the projector, large
MartinLogan speakers for
530,000 and $6,000 for the
screen, Ralph said, Then there
will be additional costs for the
work of an electrician, plus
carpeting and fumiture,

“The problem is, when you
startgetting involved in some-
thing like this, since we're doing
an extension, [ wanttodoit
right" said Kalph,who runs an
SAT and ACT mitoring business.
“And doing it right with this kind
of thing gets really costly and it's
hard to compromise.”

Costs can rise while selecting
Lthe equipment that will guaran-
tee the sharpest picture possible,
like what you seeon a stand ard-
shze television, replicated cn a
130-inch screen, Ralph said.

Some companies have show-
rooms where custlomers can lest
oul thealer sealing and lend an
ear o various sound systems Lo
decide what they'd like.

“There are so many options al
many different price ranges,”
Debra said “And technology is
mowing really fast, so doing your
homework and knowing what's
available and then priorlizing
which features are more mpor-
tant Lo you, whether it's sound
or pietire, that's how you're

oing Lo get closer and closer to
f-oflr% dﬁﬁad resull”

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
Long ago, in a galaxy not so
far away (Morthport, to be
exact) — Ryan DeMarco con-
structed a “Star Wars"-themed
movie theater in his basement.
With Darth Vader working
the licket booth and stormloop-
ers guarding the entrance, an

See THEATERS on C12
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Saott Bowenharm, &IDSMM&W s shawn in the vestibule of
the "Star Wars™-themad home theater his company built in Northport

THE COST OF PUTTING
IN A HOME THEATER

THEATERS from C9
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Home theaters: What they cost and what Long
Islanders love
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“There's alot that goes into the building of a
theater. It's sort of like a mini house: It needs
electrical, insulation, if there's a sink, it needs
plumbing.”
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